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ABSTRACT

Gender inequality at household and societal lesetansidered to be important factors that createstitio-
demographic disparities in a society or in a famifydeveloping societies like Assam gender indggugkems to be an
acute and persistent problem. In this paper thelgegaps pertaining in education and demograpldicators of Assam
has been illustrated. Gender gap in education nsidered to demonstrate the social disparitiesgsafn. Here, Gender
Crude Literacy Rate, Gender Education Index, Geadgiity Education index calculated by Sarmah andarka [2015]
has been presented. Also Sex Ratios, IMR, MMR etc aonsidered to indicate the disparities in thenalgraphic
indicators.
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INTRODUCTION

Mason’s [1997] concept of gender system is consilers the most vital definition of gender in denagdic
study. He states “gender systems prescribe a diivisf labour and responsibilities between men andchen and grant
different rights and obligations to them”. Gendgstem is the amalgam of two folds namely gendeesr@nd gender

equity or inequality. The gender inequality or geindap is the basic interest of the present study.

The disparities between men and women are termegklader gap. Strong son preference ideologicallyami
processes are supposed to play a vital role iningegap between men and women. Entwisle et ab419997] argue that
families typically give young boys more independeican young girls. Nancy Lopez’s [2003] ethnogreghstudy of
low-income, second generation Dominican, West Imdiad Haitians similarly produced evidence thaeptr give more
independence to boys and exert more social contrgjirls. According to Das and Pathak [2012] gendisparities in
India deserve a serious study and discussion amueja, academia, researchers and policy maker wftgo The

Economic Survey [2011-12] has emphasized that meelds to be done to reduce disparities betweeramtmwomen.
Educational Gender Gap in Assam

The gender gap in literacy rate in Assam during11®62011 is shown in the following figurel comparithese

values with national figures.
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Figure 1: Gender Gaps in Literacy Rate 1951-2011

The Figure 1: shows a huge inequality in literagierbetween men and women in Assam since 19511tb. 20
According to Sarmah and Hazarika [2015] the gerydgr in literacy has been reduced but still notiritig zero gap or
equal literacy in Assam. The gender gap in literiackssam was maximum with 25.66 percentage pamntse year 1961
and then has been reducing slightly with preseptida54 which is 5.14 percentage points less tharcurrent national
figure 16.68.

Crude Female Literacy Rate 2011 for Assam Calculateby Sarmah and Hazarika [2015] is

Number of female literate
CFLR for Assam 2011 = x 100 = 57.51
Total female

Crude Male Literacy Rate 2011 for Assam Calculatedy Sarmah and Hazarika [2015] is

Number of male literate

CMLR for Assam 2011 = X 100 = 67.42

Totalmale

On the basis of the census 2011, Sarmah and HaZ20k 5] observed that there is 9.91 percent gegaieiin the

crude literacy rate.
Gender Education Index

In this subsection of the study we have presenten éducation indices separately for male and fenaale
proposed by Sarmah and Hazarika [2015]. Accordinthém these education indices measure the statkhisvement in

both literacy and gross enrolment rate.

 Female Education Index:

2 1
3 (0.6727) + 3 (0.7400) = 0.6952

* Male Education Index:
2 1
§ (0.7881) + 5(0.?{1{]{]) = (0.7587
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Sarmah and Hazarika [2015] observed that the feedieation index is smaller than the male counterpaey
estimated that gender gap in education index i83B0This reveals that women education in the sgaill lacking

behind male education.
Gender Equity Education Index

According to Sarmah and Hazarika [2015] this measafreducation index is the sub index of gendeateel
development index (GDI) which measures the aveaatevement to reflect the inequalities in literdeyween men and
women. The value of gender equity education in@&xKl) is lies between 0 and 1. If its value is zéven we mean there
is maximum inequality between men and women aridtifen there is no inequality that is equal edocatichieved for

men and women.

Gender Equity Education Index for Assam accordingensus 2011 is given by
GEEI = [{0.4881 (0.6952)_1} + {0.5119 (D.?SB?)_l}]_l = 0.7263

This reveals that the literacy in Assam is not stjually distributed irrespective of men and wome€he equal

education for men and women will be achieved ortemgender equity education index approaches tg. uni
Gender Gap in Demographic Indicators

Sex Ratio and Child Sex Ratio are two important a@graphic indicators for measuring gender inequatitya
population. Sex Ratio is defined as the numbeenfdies per thousand males in the given populafibe.Child Sex Ratio
is calculated for the age group 0-6 years. Impodahback of the census 2011 is that Gender itiggpartaining in these
basic demographic characteristics. According te teinsus, the sex ratio in Assam is 954 againstatienal average 940.
This is an improvement over the Sex Ratio in 209¥ Ipoints of all Indian average and for Assam timprovement is of
22 points. The Sex Ratio in India has been histdlsicnegative or in other words unfavorable to faenales. In the
following Figure 2 we have present the trends of Batio in Assam and compare it with the natioiguifes since 1901 to
2011.
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Source:Indian Census Report.
Figure 2: Sex Ratio in Assam and India Since 190102011

Here the Sex Ratio in Assam for the year 1981 lsut@ted using Newton’s backward interpolation faten
because in this year census was not conductedsamisFrom the figure 2 we have observed that tkeR&¢io in India

has been continuously decreasing since 1901 to 2R6€ilding one point increment in 1951 than the1l®ut a small
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improvement is seen in the year 2011 by 7 poirds that in 2001. In case of Assam we found up awad on this ratio
for various census years. The Sex Ratio for thie stad the nation was almost coinciding in the ser®001 but state’s

Sex Ratio is enhanced by 14 points than the ndtitmae in the year 2011. This is the positivegstvut not satisfactory
till today.

Assam among Its Neighbors in Sex Ratio
The present trend in sex ratio in the neighbortates of Assam is summarized in the following table

Table 1: Assam among its Neighbors in Sex Ratio

2001 2011
States
Census | Census
Arunachal Pradesh 875 889
Assam 934 954
Nagaland 900 931
Meghalaya 972 986
Manipur 974 987
Tripura 948 962
Mizoram 935 975

Source:Census 2011

The present trend in sex ratio observed from tlevabablel, the immediate neighbors of Assam revaahixed

picture. Mizoram (975), Meghalaya (986) and Manif287) have more females in their population ondtier hand all
other state’s Sex Ratio shows females are morerdded than men in the respective states.

The Child Sex Ratio is the number of female childper 1000 male children in the age group 0-6 yeEnss
important demographic indicator of measuring futpogulation structure of our nation is significgrdlecline to touch the
lowest level since independence in 2011 with 91vale per 1000 male children. Also Child Sex Rati®\ssam shows a
significant decline from 975 in 1991 to 957 in 20This reveals that there is a strong son preferattitude in the state
mostly encouraged after development of sex deg@t¢tichnologies. It is an indicator of female foeliicis being practiced
on a large scale and thus a lesser number of lgidren are being allowed to born, survive, devetom grown into
healthy (?) and productive citizens of our statee Thild sex ratio is continuously decreasing isaks since 1991. The

decadal increment in Child Sex Ratio since 1991A§sam comparing with its national counterpart igegi in the
following figure 3.
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Source:Indian Census Report

Figure 3: Decadal Increment in Child Sex Ratio Sine 1991 in Assam and Compared with National Figures
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From the Figure 3, we have observed that the negaicrement is found in all the census years fihlAssam
as well India. In 2001 census there is an -10 paimtrement is observed in child sex ratio in Assham 1991 census and
in India this increment is -18. Similarly in 201ete is an -8 points increment is observed in C&#éa Ratio in Assam

whereas -13 points increment is observed for thiema figure as compared to census 2001.

Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) and Maternal Mortalifgatio (MMR) are two demographic indicators closediated
to gender issues. According to SRS bulletin 20MR in Assam is 58 per 1000 live births against di7the country as a
whole. The IMR in Assam has reduced consideratir dfie year 2000. In 2000, the IMR for the states w4.5 against
the all Indian average 67.8 per thousand live birfbespite a marginal reduction in the IMR by 3np®ifrom 61 per
thousand live births in 2009 to 58 per thousand buths in 2010, Assam continues to rank amondabe highest IMR
states in the country, next only to Madhya PradgstR 62), Uttar Pradesh and Orissa (IMR 61). IMRAgSsam is
worryingly biased towards female child with 60 g&00 live births then 56 per 1000 live births faalenchild. Four points

gender gap in IMR for Assam is observed.

As per the SRS bulletin (July 2011) the Maternalrtdiity Ratio (MMR) in Assam (2007-09) of 390 ped(D0O0
live births is the highest in the country corregfiog to national figure 212 per 100000 live birtKerala having 81 per
100000 live births is the most maternal healthyestand Assam with MMR 390 is the lowest maternallthg state in the
nation.

Correlation between Gender Gap in Literacy and SeRatio in Assam

In the study of relationship between gender gdjteracy and sex ratio in Assam for various cengmexrs Sarmah
and Hazarika [2015] found negative correlation @ab0wB9. They establish the fact that as genderimgéiferacy increases
sex ratio is decreased. The calculated value tatisgc and probable error for the observed cati@h coefficient found

by Sarmah and Hazarika [2015] is presented indhewiing table2.

Table 2: Correlation between Gender Gap in Literacyand Sex Ratio in Assam

Correlation L Probable
Coefficient it Error
-0.89 t] = 4.6343 0.0530

DISCUSSIONS & CONCLUSIONS

The social thinking, perception, values etc arengkd with enhancement in educational level of aespc
Educational improvement increases earnings andrelies the discrimination between men and womendatidual and
societal level. Thus education is the prime fatiat eliminates the gender disparities. Accordm@armah and Hazarika

[2015] a huge gender disparities in educationalléas been pertaining in the state Assam.

Sex Ratio and Child Sex Ratio are two important a@graphic indicators for measuring gender inequatitya
population. According to census 2011, the sex raticAssam is 954 against the national average 945 is an
improvement over the Sex Ratio in 2001 by 7 podrfitall Indian average and for Assam this improvenigwf 22 points.
The Sex Ratio for the state and the nation was stlewminciding in the census 2001 but state’s SdioRaenhanced by 14

points than the national figure in the year 20isTs the positive sing but not satisfactorytbitiay.

The Child Sex Ratio is the number of female childper 1000 male children in the age group 0-6 yeEns

important demographic indicator of measuring futpogulation structure of our nation is significgrdlecline to touch the
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lowest level since independence in 2011 with 91dalle per 1000 male children. Also Child Sex RatidAésam shows a
significant decline from 975 in 1991 to 957 in 20This reveals that there is a strong son preferattitude in the state

Assam.

The people of both the sexes are equally vitaliulization of a community or a country. So to mi@im a
balanced society, both men and women should awaikgual status in all spheres of their life. Sgeonportance to be
given in women education so that the strong sofeprace attitude will minimize and reduces the gerghp pertaining in

Assam
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